
Below
 
Bentley dash set up for
 

rallying, with classic,
 
FIA-acceptable, mechanically
 

Below 
Brantz RetroTrip is 
gaining acceptance 
where a mechanical 
meter is needed. 
£284.73. Sensors 
£27.26- £75.90. 

left 
Brantz International 2 
is electronic and reads 
in miles or km: 
£162.29. 'S'version 
incorporates a speedo. 

Time neverwaits, but distance is the
 
other cruciaL factor in raLLying. A
 
proper tripmeter starts at just £120
 
IN THE 196os, serious competitors in rallying began to
 
use mechanical tripmeters, more accurate than the car's
 
odometer, to improve their navigation and therefore their
 
placings. The Twinmaster, made by Swedish taximeter
 
company Halda, was the most popular.
 

In modern rallying, mechanical devices have been 
superseded by electronics. But in historics, some 
regularity rallies organised under FIVA and FIA regulations 
allow only mechanical instruments to be used - leaving 
the choice of a restored Halda [they're no longer madeJ. 
Aifab or one of the newer devices such as the Belmog. 

There's a half-way house between such devices and
 
full electronic meters, and these are increasingly being
 
allowed in historic rallies which previously required
 
mechanical trips: Brantz's RetroTrip is electronically
 
triggered, but has mechanical readouts.
 

Beyond entry level, all tripmeters have two [or morel
 
readouts. One counter is used for 'intermediates' - the
 
distance between road instructions; the second helps
 
you calculate average speed over a section. All need
 
calibrating (for this purpose, there's usually a measured
 
mile near scrutineeringl. by swapping cogwheels on
 
mechanical trips and by clicking buttons on electronic
 
devices. One of the most useful functions of an accurate
 
tripmeter is to tell you when you have gone too far past
 
a landmark or junction - so even beginners find them
 
invaluable. Here's what's available - all prices include VAT.
 

MechanicaL 
Halda (Twinmaster and Speedpilotl. Cable-driven,
 
available only secondhand. Pay around £1000 via eBay.
 
Belmog. A modern mechanical tripmeter.
 
Aifab. Lightweight devices used by Alpine-Renault teams
 
in the 196os, now being remanufactured by Belmog.
 

ELectro-mechanicaL 
Brantz RetroTrip. Incorporates electro-mechanical 

. clicking digits, calibrated by switches on the underside. 

ELectronic 
Several makes. From single-readout which is OK for road 
and club rallies to triple-readout with speedo, handily 

, these can read in either miles or km at the flick of a switch. 

Useful addresses 
King Cog (Martin Jubb); www.haldaman.com
 
Belmog: www.belmog.com
 
Holden Vintage and Classic: www.holden.co.uk
 
Average Trip Box: www.atb.cc
 
Abingdonworksco@aol.com/+44(0)1993868072 [Halda serviceI
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left 
Fully mechanical 
Belmogtwin R is the 
modern equivalent of 
Halda Twinmaster, and 
will need a cable drive. 
£654.35 [HoldenJ. 

Above 
Belmogtwin Mkll
 

is the side-by-side
 
version, costing
 

£459.94IHoldenJ. • 0 • ,•• 
Fitting kit with 

adapter [drives from o •• •
speedol £141.74. 

driven Halda Twinmaster. 

Below 
Halda Speedpilot came 
in 14 versions and lets 
navigator more easily 
monitor average 
speed. Pay from £1000 
leBay or dealersJ. 

left 
Aifab is a small 
mechanical meter 
that's being remade 
by Belmog. Gemini 
here is 166x65mm, 
and costs £675. 
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